
                      - Chapter 27 on Environment and Climate Change, comprises over 200 major legal acts covering 
various sectors. EU environmental requirements are divided into about 75 main legal acts or groups of legal acts 
into the following subchapters:

When aspiring to join the European Union, a country aligns its na�onal laws, rules and procedures in order to give 
effect to the en�re body of EU law. This is called the approxima�on process. Further on, the country has to 
implement and enforce these aligned requirements. 

The Chapter 27 approxima�on is a demanding process for na�onal ins�tu�ons – both to increase its capacity and 
to make large scale investments in infrastructure.  Support from EU, mul�lateral and bilateral assistance play an 
important role to strengthen the environment and climate reform in Serbia.
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The Swedish Government adopted in 2021 a reform coopera�on Strategy for Western Balkans and Turkey (2021-
2027). “Environmentally and climate-resilient sustainable development and sustainable use of natural resources” is a 
priority area.  

Sweden is the lead donor for coordina�on for this sector in Serbia. The scope of the Swedish support covers all the 
main aspects of Chapter 27 from nego�a�ons to legal, ins�tu�onal and investment support, including support to the 
implementa�on of the Green Agenda in Serbia.  
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17 MEUR grant support for 
environmental improvements 
(2016–2022)

Coopera�on agreements with 
the Ministry for Environmental 
Protec�on, municipali�es, inter-
na�onal organisa�ons, and NGOs 

Links environment reforms 
with good governance and 
democracy reforms

Contributes to donor coordi-
na�on on topics such as green 
transi�on, climate change, 
waste and water manage-
ment and air pollu�on

Supports policy planning, 
legal system development, 
investment planning, imple-
menta�on and public par�ci-
pa�on in decision-making

Mobilises engagement and 
capital as an ac�ve partner 
for the EU for Green Agenda 
in Serbia, implemen�ng the 
EU Economic Investment 
Plan and Green Agenda in 
Western Balkans 

Swedish support is being provided in close coopera�on with na�onal ins�tu�ons, first of all, Ministry of 
Environmental Protec�on in partnership with EU Delega�on, the Swedish Environmental Protec�on Agency, 
the Swedish Chemicals Agency, Belgrade University, Serbian Standing Conference of Towns and Municipali�es 
and Swedish Associa�on of Local Authori�es and Administra�on, Young Researchers and other CSOs, Na�onal 
Academy for Public Administra�on, Na�onal Alliance for Local Economic Development, UNDP, the Europan 
Investment Bank and other ins�tu�ons and organisa�ons. 

Lead Donor for coordina�on 
of environment and climate 
suppor�ng Chapter 27 reform 
of the EU nego�a�ons in 
Cluster 4 1

Supports IPA programming, 
EU projects and Team Europe 
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Introduc�on of Industrial Emissions Direc�ve 
requirements with the poten�al reduc�on of up to  

of par�culate ma�er

of sulphur oxides

of nitrogen oxides 

of vola�le organic 
compounds

and saving about  of energy and 20%
water for large industrial plants

70%

50%

70%

65%

Constructed waste water 
treatment plants with the 

poten�al of preven�ng 

40.000.000
of untreated sewage 

entering Serbian waters 

tons

Designing new, innova�ve 
and compe��ve public sector 
training programs (NAPA)

Established household recycling systems 
for 17 ci�es and municipali�es with 

the poten�al for diver�ng over 

of waste 
from 
landfill 

Recently finalised projects were concentra�ng on:

32.000 t/y 

EU for Green Agenda in Serbia 
coordinated ac�on Team Europe, 
including support to biodiversity  

Development of sustainable 
capacity for green procurement 
(NALED)

Support to regional 
coopera�on on nature 
protec�on and air pollu�on.

Support to environmental NGO 
network, including Chapter 27 
Shadow report (ECO-SYSTEM)
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NGO

Support to municipali�es, for 
example on waste management 
in line with EU standards (SCTM)

Improvement of water, 
waste and investment 
planning  (EISP2)
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Chapter 27 
nego�a�ons 
support (ENVAP4)

 Improvement of environmental 
standards in industry and inspec�on 
capacity on all levels (IED project)

In 2022-2023, Sida supported ongoing ac�vi�es include:

Employment opportuni�es,   
new job crea�on and trainings for 
informal waste collectors (Help)

NGONGOWastewater 
investment pre-
para�on (PEID)

Improved 
chemical manage-
ment (KEMI)

Bio-waste manage-
ment and mi�ga�ng 
climate change
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CSO

CSO
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Strengthening of 
coopera�on 
between CSO networks, 

including 60 
civil society 

organisa�ons, 
for example 

in the field of 
biodiversity and 
climate change

par�cipants4200

mee�ngs and workshops
420

Support to Chapter 27 consulta�ve prepara�on 
for nego�a�ons process with more than 

with about 

increase of transparency and informa�on with 
11 factsheets and the Nego�a�ng Group 27 web site 

(~26000 unique users during 2017 - 2022)

Improved management 
of land/spa�al planning 
(ePlan4eSpace) 


